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J A  PA  .AT. — Yokohama. 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Ballagii. 
I  WRITE  to-night  with  a  heart  so  full  of  joy  that  I  must  tell  you 
at  once  how  the  Lord  is  answeriug  your  prayers  for  our  women. 
We  had  a  very  precious  meeting  to-day  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Mina- 
gaki,  our  native  elder.  Each  of  our  dear  Christian  girls,  as  well 
as  the  women,  had  a  promise  to  repeat,  and  every  one  prayed. 
Such  was  the  interest  that  I  was  amazed  to  find  that  two  hours 
had  slipped  away  and  not  a  look  of  weariness  had  appeared  upon  a 
single  face.  One  woman,  who  is  not  a  Christian,  had  the  promise, 
"  Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive,"  &c.  I  asked  her  if  she  wanted  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  wanted  to  have  her  sins  forgiven.  She  replied, 
'■  Oh,  yes,  for  I  have  plenty  of  sins."  She  drank  in  every  word 
concerning  the  Saviour's  love  and  willingness  to  forgive  her.    I  do 
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trust  that  she  was  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ  to-day, 
but  shall  M-ait  to  see  some  fruits  of  true  repentance  and  faith  in 
her  life.  It  is  often  said  that  man}-,  if  not  most,  Japanese  have 
not  strong  conviction  of  sin  at  first,  so  we  hail  such  confessions 
with  joy,  for  we  are  sure  that  the  person  is  near  the  kingdom  then. 
Another  very  interesting  young  married  woman  has  become  a  reg- 
ular attendant,  and  says  that  she  believes  the  Bible  and  wants  to 
be  a  Christian. 

Yesterday  was  our  communion  Sabbath,  and  the  second  time 
only  since  we  have  been  in  the  mission  when  there  were  no  addi- 
tions to  the  Church  on  profession  of  faith,  so  such  a  meeting  as  we 
had  to-day  was  peculiarly  precious.  Ota's  mother,  for  whom  you 
made  special  prayer,  has  been  present  at  church  several  times,  but 
is  not  yet  regular  in  attendance.  We  have  been  trying  very  much 
of  late  to  make  the  women  feel  their  responsibility  to  work  for 
their  heathen  sisters,  and  the  effort  is  receiving  the  divine  blessiug. 

.  .  .  Did  I  tell  you  that  the  two  physicians'  wives  for  whom  T 
asked  you  to  pray  come  to  the  meetings  ?  Four  women  have 
attended  from  Kanagawa,  four  or  five  miles  distant.  They  are 
deeply  interested,  and  say  that  they  believe  and  desire  to  be  Christ's 
followers.  I  am  sure  you  will  help  us  praise  the  dear  Lord  for  this, 
as  well  as  ask  Ilim  for  a  mighty  baptism  of  the  Spirit  upon  us  all, 
and  for  those  for  whom  we  labor,  which  is  our  pressing  need. 

To  raise  up  native  helpers  is  our  great  work,  for  a  well-trained 
native  can  do  much  better  than  any  foreigner.  Those  of  us  'who 
understand  the  language  best  will  make  some  great  blunders.  In 
view  of  this,  will  you  not  pray  for  us  who  are  trying  to  acquire  the 
language,  and  also  for  a  great  blessing  to  rest  upon  the  effort  to 
train  the  young  for  work,  that  the  Lord  will  send  to  us  those  whom 
He  will  use  as  instruments  in  carrying  on  His  work  ? 

As  soon  as  the  warm  weather  comes,  some  of  Mr.  Ballagh's 
brightest  pupils  are  obliged  to  leave.  They  have  a  peculiar  dis- 
ease of  the  feet  called  hake,  which  is  unknown  to  us.  It  at  first 
attacks  the  feet  only,  but  continues  to  extend  upwards  till  it 
reaches  the  vital  organs  and  becomes  fatal.  As  soon  as  the  feet 
begin  to  swell,  the  patient  is  sent  immediately  to  the  mountains,  as 
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the  only  means  of  arresting  it.  The  women  rarely  have  it,  hut 
there  are  other  causes  which  are  constantly  taking  them  beyond 
our  reach,  reminding  us  that  what  we  do,  we  must  do  quickly. 
Two  of  my  first  pupils  in  Japan  have  died  recently,  aged  eighteen 
and  seventeen  years.  They  were  my  first  helpers  in  holding  meet- 
ings for  Japanese  women,  and  beautifully  illustrated  the  power  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ  in  their  lives  and  by  their  death. 

...  I  believe  that  God  is  honored  by  our  looking  to  Him  con- 
tinually for  the  answer  to  prayers  and  labors.  True,  we  must  not 
be  impatient  or  discouraged  if  it  does  not  come  just  as  we  might 
wish.  For  months  I  have  been  impressed  with  the  feeling  that 
God  desires  to  give  us  a  great  blessing,  and  I  believe  it  is  coming. 
Indeed,  when  I  contrast  our  condition  with  what  it  was  one  year 
ago,  I  must  lift  my  voice  in  thanksgiving  for  the  blessings  of  the 
year.  Our  schools  have  more  than  doubled  in  number,  and  our 
congregation,  Sabbath-school  and  prayer-meetings  in  about  the 
same  ratio,  and  precious  souls  have  been  saved. 

I  am  very  glad  that  Children's  Work  has  entered  upon  its 
second  year  with  such  fair  prospects.  I  am  sure  that  it  will  be  a 
great  blessing  to  the  young,  and  will  enlist  them  in  the  missionary 
work  before  the  world  fills  their  minds  and  hearts  so  full  of  its 
pleasures  and  cares  that  there  is  no  room  for  missions.  When  I 
think  of  your  anxieties  and  labors,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  we  have 
the  pleasanter  part  of  the  great  work  of  carrying  the  gospel  to  the 
heathen.  But  the  Master  will  give  strength  for  your  work  and 
prosper  it  more  and  more.  May  He  also  give  you  great  joy  and 
comfort  in  it ! 


UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA.— Bogota. 

Miss  McFarren. 

.  .  .  As  to  my  outside  work,  it  has  been  confined  recently  to  sim- 
ple congregational  visiting.  Last  year  I  tried  very  hard  to  bring 
myself  in  contact  with  the  poor  in  some  way,  and  to  find  out  how 
I  could  make  myself  most  useful  to  them.  I  found  it  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  to  decide  how  to  do  much  fur  them  without  devoting 
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more  time  to  the  work  than  I  have  at  my  command.  They 
are  so  utterly  aimless  and  hopeless  for  their  future,  both  in  this 
world  and  the  world  to  come,  that  it  is  hard  to  know  how  to 
approach  them.  I  was  struck  with  this  indifference  to  all  the  ills 
of  life,  and  to  death  itself,  during  my  stay  in  the  military  hospitals 
at  Honda. 

The  great  difficulty  in  talking  to  persons  of  that  class  here  on 
the  subject  of  personal  religion  is,  that  they  are  so  satisfied  that 
their  faith  is  fixed  on  Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  Though  they 
may  ask  much  of  the  saints  or  Mary,  in  their  every-day  difficulties 
and  sorrows,  I  have  generally  found  them  willing  to  confess  that 
Jesus  is  their  only  hope  in  the  hour  of  death.  Indeed,  sometimes 
it  is  painful  to  talk  here  with  those  who  have  had  afflictions,  par- 
ticularly deaths  in  their  families;  their  confidence  is  so  great,  and 
they  seem  to  think  their  hopes  are  so  well  founded,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  answer  them. 

The  terrible  war  with  which  this  country  has  been  scourged  is 
over.  A  decided  victory  was  gained  by  the  government  troops  in 
a  battle  fought  on  the  fifth  of  April.  The  rebels  are  delivering  up 
their  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  rejoicings  are 
universal.  The  conservative  party  are,  perhaps,  not  completely 
crushed,  but  they  are  very  much  broken  down,  and  the  liberals 
will  have  all  their  own  way  for  the  present.  What  will  be  the 
effect  on  our  mission,  or  on  the  reception  of  gospel  truth  in  this 
country,  is  a  serious  question.  People  are  ready  for  a  change,  are 
looking  about  for  something  different  from  the  religion,  or  teaching 
on  religious  subjects,  which  they  have  seen  is  so  capable  of  being 
abused,  aud  yet  they  do  not  seem  to  be  turning  to  the  true 
«  fountain  of  life." 

Mrs.  Weaver  and  I  have  tried  to  keep  up  a  Sabbath  evening  prayer- 
meeting  with  one  or  two  of  our  ladies,  and  recently  I  have  proposed 
a  Bible-class  in  connection  with  the  meeting.  I  hope  there  will  be 
a  much  larger  attendance  than  at  present.  I  would  like,  also,  to 
get  up  a  little  singing-class  in  connection  with  the  Sabbath-school. 
There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  and  if  we  do  not  improve  the 
present  state  of  affairs  to  try  to  bring  our  church  aud  Sabbath 
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services  more  prominently  before  the  public,  I  am  afraid  that  we 
shall  lose  "round  which  it  will  be  hard  to  recover.  \\  c  need  more 
workers  here. 

CHINA.— Tawjchow. 

Mrs.  Capp. 

There  is  a  well-to-do  family  living  in  this  part  of  the  city  by 
the  name  of  Buh.  About  two  months  ago,  a  daughter-in-law  died  ; 
she  was  only  sixteen,  and  had  been  but  a  short  time  in  the  family. 
The  truth  in  regard  to  her  death  will  probably  never  be  known.  I 
have  heard  several  stories  about  it ;  one  is,  that  she  was  ill,  and 
they  gave  her  poison ;  another,  that  her  mother-in-law  made  her 
life  so  unhappy,  she  resolved  to  commit  suicide,  took  arsenic,  and 
suffered  terribly  for  days  be/ore  she  died ;  still  another,  that  an 
unprincipled  uncle  of  hers  determined  to  make  trouble  for  the 
family.  This  with  skillful  manoeuvring  he  could  do,  even  though  no 
wrong  had  been  done  the  young  woman.  At  any  rate,  her  mother's 
family  would  not  allow  the  body  to  be  put  into  a  coffin  for  a  week, 
when  the  mother-in-law's  family  were  obliged  to  come  to  their 
terms,  and  give  the  young  woman  a  funeral  that  would  cost  about 
two  hundred  dollars,  which  sum  in  this  place  would  enable  them 
to  make  what  they  call  a  grand  display.  They  put  it  on  the  ground 
of  securing  good  for  the  young  woman's  soul,  but  probably  the 
honor  it  would  reflect  on  the  family  was  quite  as  much  of  an  object. 

One  part  of  the  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  street,  just  in 
front  of  our  house.  Two  bridges  were  erected  in  the  middle  of 
the  street  a  few  yards  apart.  Two  long  and  narrow  tables  with  rungs, 
the  one  turned  upside  down  on  the  other,  made  the  frame-work 
of  each  bridge.  Over  the  rungs  of  the  inverted  table  was  stretched 
a  piece  of  yellowish  pongee  silk.  This  made  the  floor  of  the 
bridge,  and  sloped  at  each  end  to  the  ground.  Another  piece  of 
the  same  material,  twisted  and  ornamented  with  gilt  paper,  was 
passed  over  the  upturned  feet  of  the  table,  and  made  the  railing. 
This  was  the  golden  bridge.  The  other,  the  silver  bridge,  was  like 
it,  except  that  the  cloth  used  was  white,  ornamented  with  silver 
paper. 
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I  was  attracted  by  bearing  a  band  of  music,  and  what  was 
unusual,  several  voices  shouting  in  concert,  and  on  going  out,  was 
surprised  to  see  about  two  hundred  people  gathered  together.  I 
inquired  of  a  woman  what  was  going  on,  and  was  told  they  had 
come  there  to  escort  the  soul  of  the  young  woman  over  the  bridges. 
A  company  of  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty  Buddhist  priests  were 
chanting  prayers  just  beside  the  gate.  After  a  little,  they  started 
off  slowly  towards  the  golden  bridge,  playing  on  instruments  and 
shouting  as  they  went.  First  was  the  head  priest,  dressed  in  an 
embroidered  robe,  that  to  my  eyes  looked  very  much  like  that 
worn  by  Roman  Catholic  priests  while  officiating  at  the  altar. 
After  him  came  the  other  priests,  then  two  young  men,  well  dressed 
and  wearing  ceremonial  hats.  They  were  carrying  between  them 
on  a  waiter  the  veiled  tablet  of  the  young  woman,  while  just 
behind  them  walked  another  man  carrying  a  banner,  with  the  age 
and  virtues  of  the  deceased  inscribed  upon  it.  There  were  also 
carried  in  the  procession  four  fancy  lanterns,  ornamented  with 
tassels  and  streamers.  Arriving  at  the  golden  bridge,  the  proces- 
sion stopped,  and  the  head  priest,  with  more  solemnity  in  his 
manner  than  I  have  ever  before  seen  among  the  heathen,  recited 
prayers  for  a  few  minutes,  then  the  tablet  was  slowly  raised  and 
passed  over,  a  lantern  on  each  side,  and  a  little  higher,  lighting 
the  way.  "While  the  tablet  was  being  passed  over,  the  head  priest, 
with  his  head  erect  and  his  eyes  fastened  on  the  tablet,  was  reciting 
prayers.  Then  they  proceeded  to  the  other  bridge  in  the  same 
way,  and  the  tablet  was  passed  over  that  with  the  same  ceremony. 

The  explanation  of  the  ceremony,  as  nearly  as  I  have  been  able 
to  find  out,  is  this :  the  priests  have  been  able  in  some  way,  known 
only  to  themselves,  to  find  out  just  at  what  time  the  spirit  of  the 
departed  was  to  pass  over  the  golden  and  silver  bridges  which 
separate  the  other  world  from  this — perhaps  it  would  be  better  to 
say  the  place  of  happiness  from  this  world.  At  any  rate,  the  thing 
they  fear  is  the  falling  off  either  of  these  bridges.  In  this  case, 
they  fall  into  a  bottoudess  pit  which  is  full  of  dark  water,  of 
worms  that  gnaw,  and  everything  else  they  can  conceive  of  that  is 
horrible.    In  some  way  these  symbolical  ceremonies  arc  supposed 
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to  be  a  help  to  the  poor  lonely  traveller.  No  one  can  tell  mc  what 
of  the  space  between  the  two  bridges,  nor  whether  the  order  of  the 
two  bridges,  first  the  golden,  then  the  silver,  as  it  would  seem, 
indicate  that  the  further  they  go  the  less  happiness  they  find. 
It  is  all  vague  and  uncertain,  but  I  can  understand  it  quite  as  well 
as  I  can  the  doctrines  and  teachings  of  many  in  Christian  lands 
who  are  far  too  wise  to  accept  our  old-fashioned  Bible.  But  how 
sad  it  makes  one  feel  to  realize  how  many  are  groping  in  the  dark, 
feeling  their  way  further  and  further  from  God,  the  only  light ! 
It  is  not  wise  to  compare  ourselves  with  them,  unless  it  lead  us  to 
deep  gratitude,  and  to  consecrate  ourselves  unreservedly  to  Him  who 
has  lighted  up  the  pathway  for  us  into  another  and  glorious  world, 
by  going  before  us  in  His  own  blessed  person. 


CHINA.— Soochoiv. 

Mrs.  Fitch. 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  light  of  a  female  prayer-meeting 
is  shining  in  this  dark  place.  We  had  intended  to  suspend  the 
meetings  during  the  festivities  of  the  Chinese  New  Year,  but  a 
week  ago  four  Christian  native  women  came  to  me  and  wished 
to  have  a  meeting  by  ourselves,  even  though  it  was  not  advisable 
to  invite  outsiders.  To-day,  however,  we  began  openly  again. 
Mrs.  Zau  (the  wife  of  the  Methodist  native  minister)  led  the  meet- 
ing, speaking  on  the  Parable  of  the  Sower,  and  afterwards  Wong 
Mama  (the  mother  of  San  C'ung,  whom  some  of  you  will  remem- 
ber) spoke  most  earnestly  to  this  effect :  "  I  am  a  Soochow  woman. 
I  used  to  live  outside  the  Tsong  gate.  In  the  middle  of  the  first 
month — the  time  now  drawing  near — I  brought  candles  and  incense. 
I  went  to  the  temples  and  worshipped  Buddha,  and  was  as  warm- 
hearted as  any  in  trying  to  get  rest.  People  used  to  look  at  me, 
and  often  say,  '  You  have  happiness  !'  but  I  had  no  real  happiness. 
I  had  no  peace  in  my  heart.  When  I  was  a  little  girl,  I  said  to 
my  mother,  '  Where  do  heaven  and  earth  and  all  things  come 
from?'  And  she  told  mc  that  she  did  not  know;  that  the  people 
tried  to  explain  it,  but  she  could  not  understand ;  and  after  that  I 
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would  wonder  and  wonder.  All  my  life  I  wanted  to  be  happy  in 
my  heart,  b'.:t  I  never  was  till  I  beard  of  Jesus.  Now  I  know 
how  I  sinned  against  God  all  those  years  when  I  was  worshipping 
idols  of  wood  and  stone,  and  I  want  to  have  you  all  come  to  know 
and  love  tbe  true  God." 

As  I  listened  to  her  earnest  words,  and  noticed  the  interest  of 
some  of  the  listeners,  I  thought  how  beyond  all  price  is  such  testi- 
mony. PIcrc  is  a  lovely  Christian  character,  and  when  in  conver- 
sation with  her  I  am  struck  with  her  fear  of  sinning. 

I  have  been  talking  to  some  of  my  Uttle  Chinese  friends  about 
heaven  lately,  and  I  notice  that  the  fact  that  "  the  streets  are  paved 
with  gold,"  seems  to  have  made  a  great  impression  on  them !  This 
may  seem  discouraging  to  you,  but  if  any  or  all  of  them  ever  tread 
those  golden  streets,  how  glad  you  and  I  will  be  that  we  had  a  part 
in  winning  them  there. 

In  reply  to  one  of  my  letters  of  last  year,  I  have  received  some 
packages  of  beautiful  cards,  and  could  the  sender  see  the  happy  faces 
which  look  at  them  here,  I  am  sure  they  would  feel  repaid  for  their 
gifts.  I  give  them  each  Saturday  to  the  scholars  who  have  been 
regular  in  attendance,  and  who  have  recited  to  me  xcithout  the  least 
mistake,  and  on  Sabbath,  to  the  one  in  my  Sunday-school  class  who 
recites  the  most  verses  perfectly.  We  have  a  pleasant  Sunday- 
school  now.  One  little  girl  said  she  told  her  mamma  that  she  didn't 
care  about  any  dinner  if  she  could  only  come  to  it,  and  another 
one  got  so  impatient  for  it  to  begin,  the  other  Sunday,  that  she 
came  to  me  the  second  time  to  see  if  it  was  not  most  time  to  sing, 
"  Jesus  loves  me  V 

On  returning  home  from  visiting  some  women  the  other  day,  I 
passed  a  u  smoking  opium  hall,"  the  stench  from  which  was  enough 
to  sicken  even  the  passer-by,  and  came  upon  a  company  who 
were  gambling.  Oh,  how  these  people  need  the  glorious  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ ! 

Near  my  own  door  I  was  called  to  visit  a  sick  neighbor,  whose 
disease  is  of  such  a  nature  that  I  have  not  dared  to  try  to  help  her. 
I  said,  "  I  cannot  heal  your  body,  but  oh,  if  you  will  only  let  the 
truth  I  briug  you  heal  your  heart  and  soul !"  and  she  listened 
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kindly  while  I  told  her  again  of  Jesus.  Do  not  forget  to  pray  for 
the  many  here  who  are  sick  in  body  and  soul,  yea,  "  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins." 

INDIA.— Sabathu. 

Mrs.  John  Newton,  Jr. 

.  .  .  The  annual  meeting  of  the  lower  mission  was  in  session 
when  we  reached  Allahabad,  on  our  way  home.  We  enjoyed 
greatly  meeting  our  missionary  friends,  all  friends  though  we  meet 
only  after  long  intervals,  or  it  may  be  but  once  in  a  lifetime  !  Wc 
spent  four  days  very  happily  at  Allahabad.  Of  necessity,  much  of 
the  work  of  the  mission  was  suspended  for  the  time,  but  I  enjoyed 
a  morning  spent  with  Miss  Wilson  visiting  some  zenanas.  On 
Sabbath  we  sat  down  to  the  Lord's  supper  with  our  friends  and 
native  brethren,  and  on'  Monday  evening  started  for  Agra.  Ilerc 
wc  spent  two  days. 

Though  I  had  been  so  long  in  India,  I  had  never  seen  the  Taj, 
and  had  determined  to  do  so  this  time  if  possible.  I  had  expected 
to  be  disappointed,  for  I  had  seen  a  number  of  the  places  which 
travellers  Avritc  about,  and  had  not  been  particularly  impressed  by 
any  of  them.  When  we  drew  near  to  Agra,  a  fellow-passenger 
said  to  his  child,  "There  is  the  Taj,"  and  as  I  looked  over  the 
dreary  country  between,  and  the  half  dried-up  river,  at  four  white 
minarets,  I  said  to  myself :  "  After  all,  I  doubt  if  it  is  worth  the 
trouble."  I  changed  my  mind  when  I  stood  in  the  gateway  the 
same  evening  and  looked  across  the  green  garden  at  the  wsion  of 
loveliness  before  me.  Don't  miss  the  Taj  if  you  ever  come  to 
India.  The  world  contains  but  one,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  con- 
tains anything  more  exquisite  made  by  man. 

The  next  day  our  kind  host  and  hostess  took  us  over  the  Fort 
and  showed  us  the  old  palace  and  the  Pearl  Mosque,  both  very 
beautiful  and  interesting,  and  to  the  Rem  Bagh..  Government  is 
restoring  the  old  tombs  and  palaces  in  Agra,  and  will  keep  them  in 
repair.  No  doubt  the  Taj  owes  something  of  its  wonderful  charm 
to  the  garden,  which,  shut  in  from  the  outside  dust  and  commotion, 
fresh  and  green  and  blooming,  seems  to  rejoice  in  the  jewel  it  holds. 
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INDIA.— Futtehgurh. 

Mrs.  Tracy. 

I  want  to  tell  you  a  little  about  our  school,  that  is,  yours  and 
mine,  for  without  the  pecuniary  assistance  you  have  given,  and  I 
niay  safely  say  the  prayers  you  have  offered  for  it  as  a  branch  of 
my  work,  there  would  not  have  been  the  success  which  I  am  glad  to 
report.  I  am  sure  you  would  join  with  me  in  pronouncing  it  a 
success,  though  none  have  yet  been  persuaded  to  take  up  their 
cross  and  follow  Jesus.  You  would  be  pleased  to  see  the  real  in- 
terest they  show  in  their  studies,  and  the  steady  improvement  they 
have  made.  They  not  only  read  well  but  understandingly.  They 
can  write,  repeat  a  number  of  verses,  and  sing  a  great  many  hymns. 
They  have  committed  thoroughly  "  The  Old,  Old  Story."  and  are 
now  learning  the  catechism.  They  have-  learned  to  knit,  and 
meet  twice  a  week  for  sewing,  and  the  best  of  it  all  is.  they  are 
so  happy  iu  what  they  are  doing.  Do  you  not  think  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe,  though  now  the  words  they  repeat  come  only 
from  the  lips,  that  the  time  will  come  when  they  will  feel  them  iu 
their  hearts  ?  What  they  have  learned  so  thoroughly  they  cannot 
forget,  though  long  years  may  pass  before  we  see  the  fruits  of  the 
seed  sown. 

Iu  zenana  work  I  have  found  by  experience  that  I  can  go  to 
only  two  houses  in  one  morning  with  any  satisfaction.  It  is 
not  so  much  the  number  of  women  we  fiud  in  oue  house  and 
the  actual  teaching,  but  the  talking  and  singing,  which  take 
the  time.  Since  they  prefer  this  to  the  drudgeiy  of  learuiug 
their  letters,  and  I  fiud  it  is  often  the  best  way  to  impress 
truths  on  their  minds,  it  cannot  well  be  dispensed  with.  We  now 
have  four  houses  which  we  visit  regularly.  In  one  of  these  there 
are  four  women  learning,  in  two  of  them  two  women,  in  the 
other  oue.  Besides  these  we  have  several  irregular  scholars,  and 
have  often  been  urged  to  go  to  other  houses.  Kausilla  and  I  take 
them  in  turn,  each  of  us  going  to  two  in  one  morning.  We  begin 
at  the  first  house  at  one  end  of  the  village  and  close  at  the  one 
opposite  our  school,  which  is  the  last  house  at  the  other  cud.  I 
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am  often  reminded  of  the  farmer,  who,  having  made  a  furrow 
through  his  field,  goes  from  one  end  to  the  other  dropping  seeds 
here  and  there,  with  full  expectation  of  reaping  an  abundant  har- 
vest.   God  grant  that  we  too  may  see  the  fruit  of  our  labors  ! 


INDIA— Futtehgurh. 

Miss  Blunt. 

The  progress  the  zenana  pupils  make  is  very  slow,  and  often 
quite  discouraging.  One  evil,  I  suppose,  is  my  being  able  to  teach 
them  only  twice  a  week ;  another,  the  deal  of  housework  the 
women  have,  and  the  greatest,  their  love  of  gossip.  If  you  put  too 
much  check  on  their  free  talking,  they  become  estranged,  and  so 
you  lose  influence,  and  perhaps  they  would  give  up  trying  to 
learn.  But  in  spite  of  this  dark  view  of  the  picture,  there  is  a 
bright  side ;  without  exception  my  women  like  to  have  me  read 
them  portions  of  the  Bible  and  comment  on  it.  Quite  frequently 
they  invite  me  to  open  my  book  and  read  them  "  words  of  wisdom." 

Those  in  my  private  school  who  have  been  reading  the  New 
Testament  for  some  time,  and  been  under  religious  instruction  for 
more  than  three  years,  I  mean  to  send  away,  so  as  to  bring  in  new 
scholars.  It  will  cost  me  a  pang,  I  know,  to  part  with  thorn,  but  I 
feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  impart  the  like  Bible  truths  to  those  who 
have  never  heard  them.  My  present  pupils  number  ten,  and  are 
very  sorry  to  go,  but  promise  to  come  every  Sabbath  noon  to  read 
and  sing  with  me.  By  referring  to  my  journal,  I  see  that  four 
hundred  and  ninety-three  visits  have  been  paid  from  January  187(5, 
to  December  24th.  I  long  to  see  the  fruit  of  my  labors,  rather  to 
gee  Si  »uls  benighted  turning  to  Jesus,  my  Master;  but  the  Lord's  time 
to  gather  in  His  sheaves  has  not  conic  yet,  and  I  must  sow  on  and 
wait  in  hope.  Faith  is  what  I  lack,  that  is.  I  sow,  but  do  not  look  for 
immediate  results,  I  only  hope  for  them,  and  that  is  not  the  faith  He 
desires.  Judging  from  outward  appearance,  my  children  seem  to 
take  in  more  of  the  "  old,  old  story"  than  the  women  do.  They 
declare  they  will  never  worship  idols  or  offer  fruit  and  flowers  at 
their  shrine.  "  The  Ganges  water  caunot  wash  away  sins.1'  And 
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when  I  ask,  "What  then?"  without  hesitation  they  look  me  in 
the  face  and  say,  "Jesus'  blood  can,  which  He  shed  on  the  cross." 
When  talking  of  the  death  of  a  young  child,  I  have  heard  them  say, 
"  He  or  she  has  gone  to  heaven;"  and  on  the  death  of  a  grown 
person,  "  She  must  have  gone  to  hell,  because  she  did  not  love 
God." 

The  pictures  so  kindly  sent  have  been  a  source  of  great  pleasure 
to  the  children.  Their  delight  is  to  look  at  a  bright  print  while 
the  story  is  being  told.  I  prefer  speaking  to  my  women  without 
them,  as  they  are  too  inquisitive  in  their  examination  of  the  dress 
and  features  of  the  picture  to  listen  to  the  instruction. 

About  Christmas-time  I  gave  out  a  suit  of  clothes  to  each  of  our 
boys  and  girls.  They  numbered  twenty-four,  and  they  were  very 
happy.  The  Bholapur  and  bazaar  girls  got  a  sheet  or  veil  each, 
and  they  were  delighted.  Some  may  think  my  plan  an  extrava- 
gant one,  but  I  do  not  give  them  sweets,  and  I  fear  they  would  not 
come  to  school  so  cheerfully  without  some  such  inducement.  The 
children  who  get  the  suits  of  clothes  come  to  Sunday-school,  and 
the  others  are  only  taught  on  week-days,  and  will  not  come  on  the 
Sabbath,  so  I  make  the  difference  in  the  gifts. 


WESTERN  INDIA. — Kolapoor. 

Mrs.  Hull. 

Our  school  is  quite  large  now.  To-day  I  think  there  were  fifty- 
three  little  girls  present ;  but  one  reason  of  this  is  that  it  was  pay- 
day. It  is  always  delightful  to  get  money,  so  they  think,  and  on 
pay-day  all  the  laggards  are  sure  to  come  in ;  but  the  school  has 
really  increased  greatly  of  late,  partly  owing  to  the  famine.  The 
few  annas  which  the  children  can  gain  every  month  by  coming  to 
sehqol,  help  to  put  bread  in  their  mouths  in  these  hard  times. 

Tho  distress  all  about  us  now  is  very  great,  so  great  that  we 
almost  wish  to  shut  our  eyes  and  go  away  from  it,  when  we  can 
help  so  little.  A  woman  came  to-day  with  a  poor  starving  child, 
which,  although  two  years  old,  was  but  the  shadow,  of  our  one- 
year  old  little  Harold.    She  was  willing  to  give  the  child  away 
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to  keep  it  from  starving;  but  when  Mr.  Gohccn  and  Mr.  Hull 
offered  to  let  her  stay  here  and  keep  the  child  with  her  until  the 
hard  times  were  over,  she  seemed  very  glad  and  willing  to  stay. 
Some  mothers  are  even  willing  to  sell  their  little  babies  for  food, 
I  think  they  are  not  naturally  without  motherly  love,  but  they 
seem  to  lose  consciousness  of  everything  but  the  terrible  craving  of 
hunger. 

We  look  longingly  to  the  skies  for  signs  of  rain,  and  prayerfully 
to  Him  who  rules  over  all,  for  mercy  on  these  poor  people  who  are 
dying  for  want  of  bread.  Many  of  them  say  that  it  is  because  of 
the  sins  of  the  people  that  this  great  cloud  of  distress  has  over- 
shadowed the  land,  but  they  know  not  how  to  return  unto  Him 
from  whom  they  have  revolted ;  and  to  those  who  have  heard  of 
the  one  true  way,  it  seems  too  simple,  too  plain,  too  straight,  or 
else,  unused  all  their  lives  to  good  news,  they  hedge  it  about  with 
difficulties  of  their  own  making,  or  refuse  to  believe  that  it  is  the 
true  one. 


WESTERN  INDIA.— Panalla. 

Miss  McGinnis. 

It  has  been  with  me  very  much  as  you  thought.  The-meetiug 
with  the  loved  ones,  the  new  scenes,  the  new  language,  were  at  first 
all-absorbing,  and  they  have  not  yet  lost  their  novelty;  but  I  begin 
to  look  at  things  from  the  standpoint  of  a  missionary,  and  to  com- 
prehend somewhat  of  the  difficulties,  discouragements,  trials,  pleas- 
ures, joys  and  blessings  of  this  work.  I  fear  it  is  seldom  that  new 
missionaries  are  so  happily  situated  as  I.  Sheltered  in  a  house 
already  made  a  home,  among  old  friends,  welcomed  by  the  native 
Christians,  the  new  chapter  opens  very  pleasantly. 

The  language  is  hard,  but  then  it  is  interesting,  aud  the  people 
pray  so  fervently  that  we  may  acquire  it  that  one  feels  like  making 
every  effort  to  have  their  prayers  answered.  At  the  Tuesday 
prayer-meeting  in  the  girls'  school  one  morning,  a  blind  woman 
offered  a  petition  for  me  beginning,  "O  Lord,  Thou  knowest  Thy 
missy  but  who  has  come  so  far." 
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The  children  are  much  more  lovable  than  I  had  dared  to  hope. 
To  be  sure  they  would  be  uiore  attractive  it'  they  were  kept  neat 
and  clean  always,  but  we  do  the  best  we  can  to  have  them  so,  and 
are  pleased  to  notice  a  difference  in  that  respect  between  our  school- 
girls and  others.  Anything  to  be  committed  to  memory  they 
learn  very  readily.  They  sing  the  multiplication  table  with  the 
greatest  ease,  and  repeat  whole  chapters  of  the  Bible  so  rapidly 
that  one  must  tell  them  again  and  again  to  go  slowly. 

One  day,  soon  after  I  came,  my  pundit  was  talking  with  me 
about  our  schools.  He  is  usually  very  good-natured,  but  that 
day  he  was  in  a  fault-finding  mood,  and  said  :  "  Those  children  the 
missionaries  have  taught,  they  learn  by  rote,  but  they  do  not 
understand.  The  meaning  never  comes  into  their  minds."  It 
made  me  feel  sad,  for  I  thought  that  in  all  probability  he  was 
right.  The  quick  sing-song  tone  in  which  they  recite,  makes 
everything  repeated  seem  senseless  to  me.  Not  very  long  after- 
ward I  was  in  the  school-room,  and  some  of  the  children  came 
telling  me  that  one  little  girl  had  hurt  the  feelings  of  another  and 
made  her  cry.  I  went  to  the  little  culprit,  and  was  trying  to  ex- 
press in  my  looks  what  I  could  not  say  in  Marathi,  when  bright 
little  liarlakee  spoke  up,  "  O  children,"  said  she.  'Move  one 
another."  The  matter  was  soon  settled,  but  this  was  one  of  the 
very  verses  which  I  had  heard  them  sing  out,  aud  I  was  comforted 
to  find  that  some  at  least  understood  it. 

Mrs.  Goheen  and  I  have  been  staying  here  for  a  few  weeks 
during  the  hot  weather.  We  enjoy  the  walks  about  the  fort  very 
much,  and  every  day  find  something  new  to  wonder  at  and  admire. 
The  famine  is  very  much  felt  here,  and  we  are  continually  learning 
of  more  distressing  cases.  Mr.  Graham  is  having  a  new  road  made 
around  his  compound,  in  order  to  give  work  to  the  poor  people. 
Some,  breaking  over  the  caste  prejudice,  are  willing  to  accept  pre- 
pared food  from  him,  and  that  shows,  to  some  extent,  the  great 
straits  to  which  they  are  reduced,  for  by  so  doing  they  lose  caste. 
"We  pray  and  hope  that  the  rain  may  soon  come  and  that  the  next 
harvest  may  be  abundant. 
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ONE  WOMAN'S  DEED. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  woman  has  the  power,  the  opportunity  and 
the  will,  to  do  what  one  has  recently  done  in"  the  city  of  New  York, 
by  the  gift  of  850,000  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  We  wonder 
sometimes,  in  thinking  of  it,  if  she  realizes  fully  what  it  has  been 
given  her  to  accomplish.  We  trust  that  she  docs  to  some  extent, 
at  least,  but  there  will  be  many  a  one  here  and  there  over  all  the 
earth,  on  mission-ground  and  at  home,  whose  benediction  will 
never  reach  her  ear,  who  will  yet  be  uplifted  and  strengthened  and 
comforted  by  this  act  of  hers,  and  who  will  call  down  a  blessing 
upon  her  head.  God  has  chosen  her  as  the  happy  instrument  in 
His  hand  of  a  great  good  to  His  name  and  cause.  We  should  not 
envy  her  for  this,  but  be  glad  and  thankful  that  she  did  not  close 
her  eyes  to  the  great  privilege  which  was  hers. 

There  is  a  point  to  be  guarded  and  a  lesson  to  bo  learned  in 
looking  upon  this  act.  Few  of  us — none  of  us,  perhaps,  who  read 
these  words — can  do  anything  in  the  least  degree  approaching  to 
it.  Some  of  us  can  indeed  make  offerings  which  to  us  are  as 
costly  and  as  liberally  baptized  with  love  and  prayer  as  was  this  rich 
one,  but  in  themselves,  as  seen  by  the  eye  of  man,  they  are  as  nothing 
compared  to  it,  nevertheless  they  are  not  to  be  despised.  After  all, 
the  work  of  the  Church  is  to  be  sustained  by  the  comparatively  and 
actually  small  gifts,  regularly,  prayerfully,  from  principle,  laid  upon 
the  altar  year  by  year,  not  so  much  by  the  great,  occasionally 
spasmodic  gifts  of  individuals,  excellent  and  helpful  as  these  are. 

You,  dear  reader,  whose  ability  to  give  to  this  cause,  which  you 
love  so  well,  may  be  limited  by  dimes  even,  instead  of  dollars — do 
not  sadly  think  of  what  you  deem  the  trifle  that  goes  from  your 
hand  into  the  Lord's  treasury.  He  wants  that  little  mite  of  yours 
just  as  much  as  He  wanted  that  $50,000  from  His  servant  in  New 
York.   He  asks  you  to  give  it  to  Him,  wrapped  all  about  with  your 
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prayers,  and  you  know  not  how  much  its  value  may  be  multiplied 
after  it  has  gone  out  of  your  hands  and  before  He  has  done  with  it. 

Do  not  think  because  this  large  sum  has  been  given  into  the 
treasury,  that  therefore  all  humble,  obscure  workers,  who  can  but 
give  of  their  poverty,  are  not  needed  any  more.  God  did  not  put 
it  into  His  daughter's  heart  to  do  this  great  thing  with  any  such 
design  as  that.  It  was  well  that  the  Board  should  be  freed  from 
the  bonds  that  were  chafing  and  grieving  it,  but  it  would  be  loss 
not  gain  in  the  end,  if  the  little  children  and  poor  women  and 
moderate  givers  all  over  the  Church  were  to  say,  "  Ah  !  well,  I  need 
not  give  my  mite  or  my  prayers  this  year ;  that  great  river  up 
there  makes  my  little  brooklet  unnecessary/'  More  than  ever, 
now  that  the  burden  of  debt  is  lifted  from  the  Board,  do  we  want 
earnest,  faithful,  steady  effort  from  all  lovers  of  this  cause,  that 
advance  everywhere  may  be  made  and  maintained  from  this  time 
forward.  You"  can  aid  in  securing  this  result,  if  your  power  be. 
apparently  ever  so  small.  It  is  in  the  many  like  yourself  that 
much  of  the  hope  for  the  future  lies. 

The  Master  by  His  servant  has  removed  the  clogging  weight 
that  hindered  onward  movement;  now,  He  says  to  ?«  all,  gird 
yourselves,  gather  together  whatever  power  you  have,  much  or 
little,  and  GO  forward  as  I  shall  lead  you  ! 

Are  you  ready  to  listen,  follow  and  obey  ? 

AT  H03IE  AND  ABROAD. 

A  leaflet  of  sixteen  pages  bearing  this  title  has  just  been 
issued  by  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  we  com: 
mend  its  perusal  to  all  who  are  interested  in  missions,  both  home 
and  foreign.  The  importance  of  both  departments  of  the  Master's 
vineyard  is  asserted  in  it,  and  the  amouut  of  labor  bestowed  on 
each  compared,  showing  the  very  few  laborers  and  the  dense  popu- 
lation of  the  ."  regions  beyond,"  in  startling  contrast  to  the  large 
proportion  of  Christians,  and  the  Christian  work  actually  accom- 
plished in  our  own  land  of  forty  millions  of  people.  Price,  2  cents 
each.  Address  Miss  J.  C.  Thompson,  1334  Chestnut  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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CHRISTUS  CONSOLATOB. 

This  poem  was  read  by  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Field  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  San  Jose,  California,  Auxiliary,  and  is  published  at  the  request  of 
the  Society.  It  was  suggested  by  an  incident  in  Mrs.  Condit's  mission- 
ary experience  among  the  Chinese  women  of  San  Francisco. 

Wailing,  bowed  the  heathen  mother, 

O'er  her  little  dying  child, 
Called  her  gods  and  ofTered  incense, 

Muttered  charms  in  accents  wild  ; 
Plied  her  wizard  arts  of  healing, 

Fought  the  fiends  with  pagan  spell, 
While  her  fervid  incantations 

With  her  sobbing  rose  and  fell. 

Then  the  gentle  missionary 

Knelt  beside  the  stricken  one, 
Shared  the  mother's  bitter  weeping, 

Soothed  the  little  sufferer's  moan  ; 
"Jesus  loves  you,  little  baby," 

Murmured  o'er  and  o'er  again, 
Till  the  woful  heart  beside  her, 

Caught  the  old  and  sweet  refrain, — 

Seized  it  with  a  frenzied  grasping, 

Thought  it  some  new,  potent  art; 
Crushed  her  sobs  to  test  its  magic, 

On  the  baby  at  her  heart. 
*  Jesus  loves  my  little  baby," 

Crooned  the  wavering,  tearful  voice, 
Oh,  sweet  miracle  of  healing! 

Poor  dark  soul,  rejoice  !  rejoice  ! 

Dews  of  sleep  are  softly  dropping, 

On  the  little  anguished  form  ; 
Gleams  a  rift  adown  the  darkness, 

Shines  God's  rainbow  on  the  storm  1 
So  the  door  was  gently  opened, 

As  of  old  at  Christ's  command  ; 
Grateful  hearts  His  gospel  welcome, 

Life  and  light  come  hand  in  hand. 
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Still  as  wrought  the  blest  evangel, 

Turning  darkness  into  day, 
"Jesus  loves  my  little  baby!" 

Sang  the  mother's  lips  alway  ; 
These  her  words  of  raptured  greeting, 

Song  of  praise  and  cry  of  prayer, 
"  Jesus  loves  my  little  baby  I" 

All  her  faith  and  love  are  there. — The  Occidenk 


SHALL  IT  BE  It  ONE? 

SlIALL  Woman's  Work  return  to  bi-monthly  instead  of  monthly 
publication  ?  Shall  the  Editorial  Committee  for  the  first  time  take 
what  seems  like  a  backward  step  in  their  efforts  to  spread  informa- 
tion concerning  this  work  of  woman  for  woman  ? 

Verily  it  must  be  so,  unless  some  very  vigorous  measures  be  taken 
to  prevent  such  a  step.  When  the  more  frequent  issue  of  this  maga- 
zine was  begun  two  years  and  a  half  ago,it  was  in  response  to  an  urgent 
demand  from  many  readers  and  friends,  and  it  was  with  the  belief 
that  full  support  would  be  given  to  it  under  its  new  conditions  and 
increased  obligations.  With  the  firm  determination  never  to  incur 
a  debt  on  behalf  of  either  of  our  periodicals,  it  becomes  necessary 
at  once,  when  it  is  discovered  that  the  income  is  not  equal  to  the 
expenses  to  reduce  these  latter,  unless  the  former  can  be  speedily 
raised  to  the  needful  point.  This  is  where  we  stand  now  with  re- 
gard to  Woman  s  Work.  Without  undertaking  to  account  for  this, 
further  than  by  saying  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  running  be- 
hindhand ever  since  the  more  frequent  issue  was  begun,  and  that 
the  economy  which  almost  every  one  has  felt  obliged  to  practice 
somewhere  in  the  last  year  or  two,  has  often  begun  in  just  such 
directions  as  this,  we-  state  the  simple  fact,  that  unless  very 
speedy  relief  be'  found  in  a  large  increase  of  subscriptions,  we  mast 
return  to  the  old  basis  of  bi-monthly  publication  of  Woniaits  Work, 
six  numbers  a  year  instead  of  twelve,  as  now. 

Do  you  exclaim  regretfully  at  this  statement,  reader  ?  Do  you 
go  on  to  express  not  only  regret,  but  disapproval  and  dissatisfaction 
therewith,  as  a  sense  of  something  like  dl-usage  steals  over  your 
mind  ?    And  you  almost  think  we  have  no  right  thus  to  curtail 
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your  privileges  ?  Well,  then  we  come  back  to  the  question  at  the 
head  of  this  article — Shall  we  do  it  ? 

This  magazine  is  not  ours,  any  more  than  yours.  As  your  ser- 
vants, glad  to  serve  you  with  all  our  powers  for  no  reward  but  your 
appreciative  recognition  of  and  profit  from  our  service,  we  prepare 
and  send  forth  this  messenger  of  information  and  inspiration  to  all 
who  desire  to  receive  it.  But  we  are  no  more  than  your  agents  in 
this  matter.  If  you  say  by  your  eloquent  actions,  "  Go  on  and  give 
us  more  of  this  good  thing,  and  we  will  sustain  you  in  it,"  we  obey 
you,  and  are  glad.  Or,  if  by  equally  eloquent  zwaction  you  say, 
"  Give  us  less  of  this  publication,  for  we  cannot,  or  care  not  to,  carry 
so  much,"  we  obey  you,  but  are  not  glad. 

What  shall  we  do,  readers  ?  Will  you  not  only  say,  do  not  re- 
turn to  bi-monthly  publication,  but  will  you  give  us  the  ability,  by 
a  large  addition  to  our  subscription  list,  to  go  on  as  we  are  now 
doing?  If  so,  well;  and  our  hearts  will  be  glad.  If  not,  then  very 
shortly  you  will  miss  your  magazine  one  month,  and  realize  that 
the  change  has  been  made,  which  we  deprecate  quite  as  much  as 
you  do,  if  not  more.    It  rests  with  you  to  say  how  this  shall  be. 

SOMETHING  TO  DO. 

By  Mrs.  N.  T.  Houston. 

"  The  Father  of  all  has  never  put  one  man  or  one  woman  into 
this  world  without  giving  each  something  to  do  in  it  and  for  it, 
some  visible,  tangible  work  to  be  left  behind  them  when  they  die," 
that  the  world  may  be  better  and  happier  for  their  having  lived 
in  it.  One  right  we  may  all  assert,  the  right  of  having  something 
to  do. 

"Be  a  woman,  brightest  model, 

Of  that  high  and  perfect  beauty, 
Where  the  mind  and  soul  and  body 

Blend,  to  work  out  life's  great  duty. 
Lend  thy  influence  to  each  effort 

That  shall  raise  our  natures  human  ; 
Be  not  fashion's  gilded  lady, 

Be  a  brave,  whole-souled,  true  woman." 
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But  what  shall  we  do  ?  Where  shall  we  find  our  work  ?  The 
"  open  door"  is  not  far  from  every  one.    "  Seek  and  ye  shall  find." 

Once  a  month  there  comes  to  us  a  welcome  little  visitor  called 
Woman's  Work  for  Woman.  It  comes  singing  and  sighing,  re- 
joicing and  repining,  praising  and  praying,  thanking  and  begging. 
Whence  does  it  come  and  what  is  its  errand  ?  Listen  to  its  story. 
A  short  time  ago  a  few  women  joined  hearts  and  hands  and  pledged 
themselves  to  spend  and  he  spent  in  efforts  to  uplift  the  down- 
trodden, to  send  the  bread  of  life  to  starving  sisters.  United  in 
their  love  for  Christ  and  humanity,  and  earnestly  desiring  to  bring 
sin-sick  souls  to  the  Great  Physician,  with  Christ  for  a  leader  and 
love  for  a  pass-word,  with  souls  for  their  wages  and  Heaven  for 
their  goal,  they  have  marched  bravely  on,  never  halting,  never  look- 
ing back,  never  weary  in  well-doing,  but  ever  seeking  light  and 
strength  from  above. 

Their  field  of  labor  embraces  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  their 
influence  encircles  the  earth.  They  have  heard  and  are  heeding 
the  command,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature."  Though  the  number  of  this  little  company  has 
been  greatly  increased,  we  still  hear  the  old,  sad  story,  "  the  harvest 
is  great  but  the  laborers  are  few."  Still  comes  to  their  ears  the 
plaintive  cry  from  east  and  from  west,  "  We  arc  blind,  give  us 
light;  we  are  hungry,  give  us  bread."  A  few  heed  the  call,  but 
alas !  how  many  having  ears  hear  not !  There  is  no  work  of  the 
Church  more  interesting  than  that  of  missions,  and  none  that 
yields  greater  returns  to  the  worker.  The  appeal  comes  particu- 
larly to  the  Christian  women  of  this  fair  land.  Woman,  her  nature 
capable  of  the  highest  elevation,  and  honored  by  being  the  mother 
of  our  Lord,  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  falls  to 
the  lowest  depth.  In  the  light  of  civilization  and  Christianity  she 
rises  to  the  greatest  height,  and  there  we  find  her  in  this  beautiful 
land  of  light  and  liberty.  What  shall  she  render  to  God  in  return  ? 
What  thank-offering  shall  she  bring?  Where  much  is  given, 
much  shall  be  required.  Well  may  we  stretch  out  the  helping 
hand  to  our  heathen  sisters  saying,  "  Come  with  us  and  we  will  do 
you  good." 
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In  this  work  of  missions  there  is  room  for  a  great  diversity  of 
gifts.  While  many  have  the  gift  of  speech,  and  may  speak  words 
of  wisdom  and  truth,  of  might  and  power,  words  that  tell  not  of 
self  but  of  Christ;  not  of  man's  sufferings  and  works,  but  of  God's, 
many  others  have  not  this  gift.  But  for  those  who  cannot  speak, 
is  there  no  gift  in  all  the  great  "  diversity  V  Where  are  the 
Marys  and  Marthas  ?    Have  they  no  mission  ? 

Believing  that  there  is  a  work  for  every  woman,  peculiarly  her 
own,  which  she  should  do,  and  for  which  she  must  give  account, 
that  the  account  may  be  given  with  joy  and  not  with  sorrow,  let 
each  of  us  ask  sincerely,  earnestly  and  anxiously,  "  Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  That  an  answer  will  be  given,  we  cannot 
doubt  and  dare  not  question. 


A  U  O III)  FROM  OHIO. 

To  all  who  have  watched  with  interest  the  growth  of  missionary 
spirit  among  the  Presbyterian  women  of  our  great  State,  there  is 
marvellous  encouragement  in  the  long  roll  of  Ohio  auxiliaries,  pre- 
sented upon  the  pages  of  our  Seventh  Annual  Report.  Looking 
back  to  the  report  of  five  years  ago,  we  find  but  five  societies  and 
four  bands  in  all  central,  southern,  northern  and  eastern  Ohio. 

To-day  with  joy  and  thanksgiving  we  have  numbered  our  tribes — 
217  auxiliaries  and  G2  bands.  How  do  these  tell  of  patient  seed- 
sowing  ;  of  tried  and  victorious  faith ;  of  fervent,  continued  and 
answered  prayer !  Under  the  banner  of  our  eleven  Presbytcrial 
Societies,  the  work  goes  bravely  on ;  and  from  each  spring  meeting 
every  woman  in  whose  heart  "  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was,"  went 
down  as  from  a  mount  of  privilege  to  add  new  love  and  new  courage 
to  her  work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love.  But  occupying,  as  we  do, 
a  middle  ground  between  the  well-tilled  'fields  and  stirring  "  har- 
vest homes"  of  our  Northwestern  sisters,  and  the  distant  hearth- 
stone and  happy  family  gatherings  of  our  Parent  Society  in 
Philadelphia,  we  have  been  at  some  disadvantage.  From  the 
Pentecostal  feasts  and  rich  communings  of  our  assembled  sister- 
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hoods  on  cither  side,  we  have  heen  debarred  by  distance.  With 
delight,  then,  we  have  received  permission  of  the  parent  Society — 
The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Philadelphia — to 
spread  the  board  and  invite  the  guests  to  its  semi-annual  meeting, 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  October  10th  and  11th.  To  the  capital,  so 
central,  so  easily  reached,  where  bountiful  provision  will  be  made 
for  delegates  from  all  auxiliaries  in  connection  with  the  parent 
Society  in  Ohio,  Western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  we 
cordially  invite  our  sisters.  With  the  aid  and  presence  of  the 
Philadelphia  Executive  Committee,  we  expect  to  provide  a  full, 
and  rich,  and  satisfying  feast,  which,  with  God's  blessing,  we 
believe  will  greatly  further  our  Master's  work,  and  fill  all  hearts 
with  deepening  love  for  our  Master  Himself. 

Let  prayer  be  made  "  at  all  times  and  in  all  places"  within  our 
borders,  for  such  a  blessing  upon  this  great  meeting.  In  due  time 
circulars  will  be  sent  to  all  auxiliaries,  who  are  urged  to  delegate 
one  member  each  to  this  feast.  Arrangements  will  be  made  with 
railroads  for  reduced  rates. 


Miss  Loring,  missionary  from  Syria,  has  resumed  her  work 
among  the  churches,  and  those  who  desire  her  services  in  organ- 
izing new  societies  and  bands,  or  reviving  old  ones,  will  notify 
Miss.  A.  L.  Massey,  1334  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  as  early  as 
practicable. 


NEW  A  UX1LI ARIES  AND  BANDS. 


AUXILIARY. 


Ararat,  Pa. 


BAND. 


Knoxvillc,  Tenn.,  Cup  Bearers. 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS. 


Elder,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Kingsbury,  Mrs.  M.  0. 
Kirkpatrick,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 


Moorhead,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Post,  Mrs.  Alfred  B. 


AT  HOME. 
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Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  from  July  1,  1S77» 


[presbyteries  in  small  capitals.] 


105  00 


40  00 


Bellefontaine. — Pres.  Soc,    $14  75 

Blairsville. — Latrobe  Aux.,      16  50 

Carlisle. — Harrisburg,  1st 
Ch.  Aux.,  S75;  Pine  St. 
Ch.,  Whatsoever  Bd.,  for 
seh'p,  Corisco,  S30, 

Chester  . — West  Chester, 
AVilling  Hearts,  for  school 
building,  Mexico, 

Cincinnati. — Avondale  Aux., 
for  Ledyard  seh'p,  Dehra, 
$50;  Cincinnati,  2d  Ch. 
Aux.  (of  which  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Kemper,  $5,  Miss  C.  J. 
Kemper,  SI,  and  James  B. 
Kemper,  SI.  for  sch.  build- 
ing, Mexico,),  S62  85  ;  3d  Ch. 
Aux.,  S54:  Mt.  Auburn 
Ch.,  Willing  Workers'  Mite 
Boxes,  for  school  building, 
Mexico,  $13  56;  1st  Ch., 
Walnut  Hills,  $30;  Lane 
Sem.  Aux.  (of  which  $3  for 
school  building,  Mexico), 
SI  02  25;  Lebanon  Aux., 
$20;  Beading  and  Lockland 
Aux.,  $10;  Sharonville 
Aux.,  for  school  building, 
Mexico,  $5;  Mrs.  Bobert 
Brown,  for  seh'p  No.  1, 
Saharanpur,  $55  50 ;  Mrs. 
Br.  Win.  H.  Taylor,  $5; 
Miss  Alice  Keys,  India,  §4,    412  16 

Clarion. — Academia  Aux., 
$6;  Clarion  Aux.,  (of  which 
$25  for  L.  M.)  $30,  . 

Cleveland. — Chester  S.  S., 
for  church  building,  Tokio, 
$28;  Cleveland,  1st  Ch.  S. 
S.,  for  seh'p,  Beirut,  SI 00; 
Mem.  Ch.  S.  S.,  for  Bev.  S. 
Jessup,  special,  $5  25,  . 

Columbus. — Columbus,  2d  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Syria, 
S43 ;  London  Aux.,  for  ze- 
nana visitor,  Futtehgurh, 
$25 ;  Plain  City  Aux.,  for 
zen.  vis.,  Futtehgurh,  $16, 

Dayton. — Dayton,  Park  Ch. 
S.  S.,  for  Ningpo  boat, 

Elizabeth. — Elizabeth,  3d 
Ch.,  Willing  Workers,  for 
seh'p,     Yokohama,     $30 ; 


36  00 


133  25 


84  00 


SO  00 


$114  25 


32  00 


187  50 


161  00 


21  00 


Plainficld  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Brazil,  $84  25,  . 

Huntingdon. — Buffalo  Bun 
Aux.,  $7 ;  Tyrone  Aux., 
$25  

Kittanning. —  Apollo  Aux., 
$50,  Freeport  Aux.,  $37  50, 
Leechburg  Aux.,  $25  (S112 
50),  for  Miss'y,  Siam  ;  Glade 
Bun  Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Bra- 
zil, $25 ;  West  Lebanon 
Aux.,  $50  

Lackawann  a. — Plymouth 
Aux.,  for  school,  Syria, 
$25;  Wilkesbarrc,  Mem  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  seh'p,  Mexico, 
SI  00;  Mary  Lynde  and 
Frank  Wndhams,  dee'd,  for 
sch']),  Kolapoor,  $36,  . 

Monmouth. — Cranburv,  2d  Ch. 
Aux.,  $6,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Ken- 
nedy, $5,  Mrs.  M.  Wilking, 
$5,  Miss  M.  Van  Dyke,  $5, 
for  organ  for  Mrs.  Van 
Dyke,  Sia.n, 

Newark. — Newark,  S.  Park 
Ch.,  for  Miss'y  and  seh'p, 
Canton,  $46  8~6;  3d  Ch., 
for  Miss'y,  Canton  and  day- 
school  in  country,  $107  75  ; 
High  St.  Ch.,  for  Miss'y, 
Canton,  $79  22  ,  Central  Ch., 
for  school,  $(10  ;  Bloomlield, 
1st  (of  which  $14  25  for 
seh'p),  for  Miss'y,  Canton 
($121  35);  Caldwell  Aux. 
(of  which  $10  for  Bible- 
reader  under  care  of  Miss 
Crouch),  for  school,  $50 
($465  18),  less  $32  expenses,    433  18 

New  Brunswick.  —  Amwcll, 
United  1st  Aux.,  for  nat. 
tea.,  Bio  Claro,  Brazil,  $26 
26;  Kirkpatrick  Mem  Aux., 
for  Rio  Claro  sch.,  $42  6S; 
Trenton,  4th  Ch.  Aux.,  for 
Miss'y,  Allahabad,  $106; 
Trenton,  Prospect  St.  Ch., 
2  sch'ps,  Bio  Claro,  $40,    .    214  94 

N  F.  wc  A stl  E. — Wilmington, 
Central  Ch.,  Y.  P.  Soc,  part 
sup.  school,  Saharanpur,    .      63  00 

Newton. — Bloomsburg,  S. 
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S.,  $5;  Stewartsville  Aux., 

for  school,  Saharanpur, $25,    $30  00 

North  River. — Poughkeep- 
sic,  1st  Ch.,  Willing  Work- 
ers, for  sch'ps  Sidon  and 
Oroomiah   85  00 

Philadelphia. — 10th  Ch., 
Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Porter,  $50, 
Mrs.  John  De  Witt,  $15,  for 
outfit  for  Miss'y  to -Mexico,      65  00 

Philadelphia  Central.  — ■ 
North  Ch.,  Light  Bearers, 
for  Ningpo  boat,  $7,  for 
African  leaflets,  $3,    .  10  00 

Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny 
Com.— Allegheny,  1st  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Kolapoor, 
$70;  Pittsburgh,  Central 
Ch.  Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Fut- 
tehgurh,  $00;  Wilkinsburg 
Aux.,  for  2  sch'ps,  Mexico, 
$35;  Allegheny,  2d  Ch.,  for 
Rev.  D.  J.  Stewart,  San 
Luis  Potosi,  $40  ;  Shadyside 
Aux.,  for  Miss'y,  Futtch- 
gurh,  $81 ;  Cannonsburg, 
Young  Ladies'  Soc,  for 
child,  Canton,  $35,  for  work 
Kolapoor,  $45,    .       .       .    30G  00 

Redstone. — Tyrone  Aux.,     .     23  00 

Rochester. — Gcneseo,  Cen- 
tral Ch.  Aux.,  for  sch'p, 
Beirut,  $50;  Groveland 
Aux.  (of  which  $40  for 
sch'p,  Tungchow),  $56  40„    106  40 

St.  Clairsville. — Concord 
Aux.  (of  which  $21  75  for 
Bible-reader,  Lahore),  $29 
50;  Martin's  Ferry  Aux 
and  S.  S.,  $16,    .       .       .     45  50 

Shenango. — Beaver  Falls 
Aux.  (of  which  $25  for  L. 
M.)  $50  ;  Clarkesvillc  Aux., 
for  nat.  tea.,  Lahore, 
$27  50;  Ilermon  Aux.,  for 
sch'p,  Dehra,  $24,      .       .    101  50 

Steuben  v ill e.  —  Two 
Ridges  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
California   22  00 

Washington. — Forks  of 
Wheeling  Ch.,  Miss.  J.  M. 


Atkinson,  $4,  Miss  J. 
Band,  $2,  for  fam.  suf. 
Tungchow,.       .       .       .     $6  00 

Westminster. — Paradise  S. 
S.  for  Ningpo  boat,  $12  20  ; 
Wrightsville  Aux.,  for 
Miss'y,  India,  $33,     .       .      45  20 

Wooster. — Savannah  Aux., 

for  nat.  tea.,  Canton,'  .       .     22  00 

Miscellaneous.  —  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  Young  Ladies  of 
Wilson  College,  $22  70; 
Wooster,  0.,  Young  Ladies 
of  University,  for  printing 
African  leaflets,  $45  :  Law- 
renccville,  N.  J.,  Young 
Ladies  of  Sem.,  for  Miss 
Nassau's  work,  Benita,  $13 
00;  Romulus,  N.  Y.,  Miss 
S.  Watson,  for  sch.  building, 
Mexico,  $25  ;  Judson,  Ind., 
S.  S.  Buchanan,  for  China, 
$3  :  Philadelphia,  Anony- 
mous, $2,  Miss  Tatem's 
school  for  Emcline,  Mynpu- 
rie,  $3  50;  Glendale,  O., 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Spining,  for 
fain.  suf.  Tungchow,  $3 ; 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  Anony- 
mous, for  fam.  suf.,  Tung- 
chow, $2 :  Burlington.  Iowa, 
Mrs.  L.  II.  Bascom,  for  Be- 
nita Mission,  $5 ;  Wind- 
ham, O.,  col.  by  Mrs.  James 
Shaw,  for  fam.  suf.,  Tung- 
chow, from  a  friend,  Tall- 
lnadge,  0.,  $5,  Cong.  Ch., 
Mantua,  0.,  $4  70,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones,  $7  30  ($17); 
Through  Miss  Loring,  from 
Huntingdon  Pres.  (of  which 
$10,  a  Legacy  from  "  One  of 
the  Lord's  Poor"),  $58  66, 
Lackawanna  Pres.,  $8  66, 
Cleveland  Pres.,  $49  22, 
Beaver  Falls  Ch.  Pa..  $13  29, 
Westminster  Pres.,  $52  95, 
Individuals,  Washington, 
Pa.,  $16  20  ($198  9S),       .    340  24 


Total  Receipts  for  July  1877,  $3,396  37 


The  $143  acknowledged  in  the  July  number  of  H'obmii'*  Work  from  Wor- 
thington  Aux.,  Pa.,  should  have  been  from  West  Glade  Run,  $70,  and  Wor- 
thington,  $73. 

The  Long  Run  Aux.,  Redstone  Pres.,  has  sent  a  box  to  the  Tripoli  school, 
Syria,  valued  at  $35. 


August  1,  1S77. 


Mrs.  Julia  M.  FlSHBURN,  Treasurer, 

1334  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


NORTHWESTERN  DEPARTMENT. 
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JAB  AN. 


To  the  many  interesting  items  and  extracts  which  this  month 
will  offer  us  on  Japan,  we  are  permitted  to  add  the  following  from 
the  notebook  of  one  of  our  beloved  returned  missionaries  : — 

"  We  have  between  forty  and  fifty  pupils,  girls  of  all  ages,  from 
ten  years  to  twenty-five.  Most  of  the  pupils  are  of  rank ;  they 
are  the  wives  and  daughters  of  Yakonins,  that  is,  government 
officers.  Among  them  we  have  the  wife  of  the  governor  of  this 
ken  or  province.  She  is  an  interesting  Japanese  girl  of  perhaps 
eighteen.  Her  face  is  lovely  in  its  expression,  and  she  is  very 
intelligent.  Her  husband  has  adopted  foreign  dress  in  his  inter- 
course with  foreigners,  but  prefers  the  native  dress  at  home.  Mrs. 
Oye  Tak  has  adopted  shoes  and  stockings,  also  gloves.  I  have 
never  seen  a  Japanese  woman  in  European  dress,  and  it  seems  to 
me  much  better  for  them  to  keep  the  native  dress,  with  some  modi- 
fications. There  is  a  great  disposition  on  the  part  of  this  nation  to 
rush  into  anything  foreign,  simply  because  it  is  foreign,  not  because 
it  is  better  for  them.  It  is  very  funny  to  see  the  gradual  manner 
in  which  they  usually  change  their  costume.  Indeed  they  manage 
to  make  some  most  laughable  combinations  in  their  desire  to 
adopt  foreign  dress.  Often  when  their  dress  is  complete  in  every 
other  particular,  they  adhere  resolutely  to  wooden  pattens  and 
straw  sandals,  which  alone  would  destroy  all  dignity  of  appearance. 

"  The  Japanese  are  very  unlike  their  neighbors  the  Chinese — 
unlike  in  their  appearance,  manners,  customs  and  dress.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  mistake  one  for  the  other.  The  Chinaman  values 
his  cue  next  to  his  country.  The  Japanese  has  no  cue.  His 
hair,  which  is  long,  is  neatly  dressed  upon  the  top  of  his  head. 
The  front  of  the  head  is  often  shaved  bare,  and  sometimes  little 
patches  are  shaved  on  the  top  and  sides.    Many  Japanese  now 
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have  their  hair  cut  in  foreign  style.  Infants  have  their  heads 
shaved  perfectly  bare,  leaving  sometimes  a  little  tuft  of  hair  on  the 
top  or  over  the  ears.  Frequently  you  see  the  children  with  the 
head  nearly  bare,  and  little  bunches  of  hair  growing  in  the  shape 
of  half  moons  and  other  fantastic  forms. 

..."  This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  countries  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  I  cannot  imagine  any  land  more  like  an  exquisite  pic- 
ture than  Japan.  The  only  offensive  sights  that  meet  the  eye  are 
among  the  people.  I  have  been  highly  favored  in  having  had  a 
great  many  long  horseback  rides,  thus  giving  me  an  opportunity  for 
seeing  the  country  which  I  could  not  otherwise  have  had.  The  only 
roads  in  the  empire  suitable  for  carriages  are  around  the  foreign 
settlements.  Yesterday  I  rode  about  ten  miles.  The  most  miser- 
able beggars,  horrible  in  appearance  beyond  description,  followed 
us,  crying,  '  Tempo,  shimpo,  anata!'  Tempo,  cent;  sJiimpo,  present 
or  give ;  anata,  you.  These  beggars  are  outcasts,  and  dreadfully 
treated  by  their  own  people.  They  have  no  homes  or  shelter  of  any 
kind,  sleeping,  even  through  the  winter,  in  the  woods,  or  wherever 
they  can.    Some  of  them  have  no  rags  to  cover  them. 

"  Every  little  way  we  passed  mokoshi  or  shrines  by  the  wayside, 
containing  very  badly-cut  images  of  Buddha  and  other  kami  or 
gods.  The  educated  or  upper  classses  seem  to  have  no  religion  of 
any  kind,  but  are  skeptics.  They  despise  their  gods  of  stone.  The 
religion  is  too  silly  for  any  but  the  ignorant  to  believe,  they  say. 
Some  of  the  temples  of  Buddha,  and  those  dedicated  to  Shintooism, 
the  most  ancient  religion  of  the  Japanese,  are  very  beautiful  and 
filled  with  costly  carvings,  exquisite  bronzes  and  china.  Fine 
lacquer  you  see  everywhere.  .  .  .  The  work  before  us  is  most 
interesting,  the  pupils  are  so  eager  to  be  taught.  I  feel  our  re- 
sponsibility to  be  very  great  and  the  time  short.  If  our  friends  at 
home  could  only  feel  with  us,  and  see  the  necessity  there  is  of 
providing  a  school  where  they  can  be  entirely  removed  from  the 
evil  influences  surrounding  them  in  their  homes  for  a  time,  thus 
teaching  them  the  great  difference  between  Christian  and  heathen 
homes  !  I  trust  our  prayers  for  help  will  be  answered  by  all  Cnris- 
tian  people." 
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LAOS. 

Mrs.  Wilson. 

...  I  am  amazed  at  the  kindness  of  the  people  to  missionaries 
who  are  only  resting,  not  being  able  to  work,  to  write,  to  preach, 
or  anything  else  of  active  service  at  present.  .  .  .  The  last  news 
from  the  Laos  land  is  encouraging.  Three  women  were  baptized 
at  the  last  communion,  making  now  five  women.  This  is  good 
news  truly,  for  it  costs  a  Laos  woman  much  to  become  a  Christian. 
When  I  think  of  each  of  these  dear  women  whom  I  know  so  well, 
my  heart  goes  out  not  only  in  tender  love  for  them,  but  in  admira- 
tion for  the  decision  of  character  which  enabled  them  to  stand  up 
in  the  presence  of  their  heathen  associates  and  friends  to  confess 
the  name  of  Jesus,  bowing  their  heads  for  the  water  of  baptism. 
The  missionaries  seem  to  be  very  much  encouraged,  and  I  think 
have  great  occasion  to  be,  as  the  people  seem  anxious  to  hear  the 
gospel.  Dr.  Cheek  is  doing  a  good  work  with  his  hospital  there. 
That  is  one  way  of  getting  to  the  Laos  heart,  being  kind  to  their 
sick,  administering  to  them  and  healing  them,  and  this  brings  up  a 
great  want  which  at  no  distant  day  must  come  before  the  church — 
funds  for  the  building  of  a  hospital,  &c. 


INDIA. 

Mrs.  Holcomb. 

Allahabad,  March  23,  1877. 

.  .  .  When  Miss  Walsh  left  Allahabad,  she  gave  me  a  list  of 
the  schools  and  bands  interested  in  the  different  pupils  in  the 
school,  but  I  suppose  she  forgot  to  mention  the  society  supporting 
Elizabeth,  who  is  still  engaged  in  the  school,  and  is,  I  think,  quite 
reliable.  She  seems  patient  and  painstaking,  and  as  the  children 
in  the  school  are,  for  the  most  part,  daughters  of  the  native  Chris- 
tians living  in  the  village  in  which  Elizabeth  has  her  home,  she 
feels  a  personal  interest  in  them.  She  is,  as  Miss  Walsh  has  doubt- 
less told  you,  a  widow.  She  has  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  is 
married,  while  the  second  and  youngest  lives  with  her  mother. 

The  school  was  formerly  larger  than  at  present,  and  two  native 
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teachers  were  employed.  Two  or  three  years  ago,  the  orphan  girls 
who  have  been  for  several  years  in  the  care  of  the  mission  and 
distributed  in  families  of  the  Christian  village,  were  removed  from 
Allahabad  to  Futtehgurh,  as  we  have  there  an  orphanage,  as  well 
as  suitable  buildings  where  the  girls  could  be  together,  and  thus 
more  immediately  under  the  superintendence  of  a  missionary  than 
when  living  in  families.  With  this  orphanage  is  connected  a  good 
school,  and  we  felt  that  the  girls  would  lose  nothing  by  the  change. 
As  our  school  was  thus  considerably  reduced  in  size,  we  found  that 
we  could  dispense  with  the  services  of  one  of  our  teachers.  Elizabeth 
was  retained,  not  only  because  she  was  a  widow  and  needed  the 
support,  but  because  she  is  capable,  and  was  thus  far  needed. 
During  the  cold  season  the  school  hours  are  from  ten  until  three, 
with  a  short  intermission  at  twelve.  At  this  season  of  the  year 
and  until  the  cold  season  comes,  school  opens  at  six  a.m.,  and 
closes  at  ten,  and  even  at  this  early  hour  the  heat  is  very  trying. 
On  Friday  of  each  week,  the  older  girls  are  instructed  in  sewing, 
crocheting,  &c,  and  are  very  fond  of  this  work,  often  remaining 
after  the  close  of  school  to  prosecute  it.  Several  of  the  children 
are  very  quick  to  learn  and  make  commendable  progress.  They 
are  fond  of  singing,  and  some  of  them  have  sweet  voices. 

...  I  will  from  time  to  time  keep  you  informed  of  the  teacher 
and  her  work.  But  I  trust  you  will  not  leave  me  to  do  all  the 
writing.  Before  me  now  are  several  "home-letters"  asking  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  my  work,  pupils  supported  at  home,  methods 
of  teaching,  &c.  This  writing  I  must  do  in  addition  to  the  various 
letters  to  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  world,  my  zenana  and 
school  work,  as  well  as  the  care  of  my  house;  and  all  this  in  a 
climate  which  soon  robs  us  of  strength.  Letters  from  the  home 
lind  are  always  welcome,  and  as  we  are  interested  in  just  such 
things  as  interest  others,  we  like  to  get  a  peep  of  the  outside  world 
through  letters  from  home. 


"  They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength  ; 
they  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles ;  they  shall  run  and  not 
be  weary;  and  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint." 
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INDIA. 

Mrs.  Tracy. 

Futtehgurh,  October  3,  1876. 

I  WISH  I  could  describe  to  you  a  plaything  has  just  made 

for  our  little  boy.  It  is  the  sort  of  conveyance  used  in  wedding 
processions  for  the  bride  and  groom,  though  in  reality  the  bride 
seldom,  if  ever,  makes  her  appearance.  The  floor  of  the  pinas  (as 
she  calls  it)  is  made  of  wood,  nearly  a  foot  long  and  about  two 
inches  wide.  Over  it  is  an  arch,  and  the  whole  is  covered  with 
gold  and  silver  paper.  In  this  stand  the  bride  and  groom,  made 
out  of  white  clay,  with  all  the  features  painted  black  (the  nose  and 
ears  being  also  formed  out  of  clay),  and  dressed  in  red  paper,  with 
a  great  abundance  of  gold  and  silver  paper  ornaments.  Around  them 
are  dishes,  a  bird,  and  one  or  two  animals,  all  made  out  of  the  same 
kind  of  clay,  and  so  remarkable  in  shape  that  one  needs  to  be  told 
what  each  is  in  order  to  recognize  it.  On  the  whole,  it  is  a  remark- 
able piece  of  workmanship,  and  I  most  heartily  appreciate  the  kind 
spirit  which  prompted  the  gift.  She  must  have  worked  hard,  for 
it  was  made  in  two  days,  and  she  did  not  neglect  any  of  her  duties. 

I  must  tell  you  what  suggested  the  making  of  the  plaything  I 
have  tried  to  describe,  though  no  pen  could  do  the  toy  justice. 
One  day  last  week  was  the  time  set  apart  for  a  very  curious  cus- 
tom annually  observed  by  this  people.  They  make  images  such  as 
I  have  described,  go  through  a  certain  performance  in  imitation  of 
the  marriage  ceremony,  and  then  throw  their  images  into  the 
Ganges.  I  suppose  the  idea  is  to  seek  favor  from  their  gods  on  the 
marriage  which  will  shortly  take  place ;  for  the  season  is  approach- 
ing when  marriages  are  more  generally  celebrated,  certain  stars 
being  especially  propitious  at  that  time. 

Let  me  assure  you  that  I  appreciate  the  kindness  which  prompted 
the  suggestion  made  at  your  meeting,  to  send  her  some  special 
gift.  I  know  you  would  not  wish  to  do  anything  which  would  not 
be  for  her  good,  and  the  good  of  the  cause  in  which  she  represents 
you,  and  it  is  in  this  light  we  view  these  special  favors.  Think  for  a 
moment  how  it  would  work  in  a  large  family  of  children,  where  a 
few,  perhaps  the  most  undeserving,  were  singled  out  by  friends  to 
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be  the  recipients  of  special  favors.  Would  not  such  a  course  most 
certainly  cause  envy  and  jealousy  to  arise  in  the  family  circle  ? 
Now  our  native  Christians  are  just  like  children,  and  must  be 
treated  as  such.  You  will  say  this  should  not  be  so  ;  perhaps  not. 
but  you  know  we  must  deal  with  things  as  they  arc,  and  it  will 
take  long  years  of  training  to  bring  these  people  in  some  respects 
even  to  the  standard  of  our  Christians  at  home.  I  am  not 
speaking  from  theory,  but  from  the  practical  workings  of  this  plan 
here.  Some  years  ago,  when  the  idea  of  special  objects  was  first 
raised,  we  had  in  our  station  two  men  so  nearly  equal  in  energy, 
piety  and  zeal,  one  could  not  choose  between  them.  I  will  desig- 
nate them  as  M.  and  H.  Well,  when  the  request  came  from  home 
for  a  catcchist  to  be  assigned  to  a  certain  church  as  an  object  of 
support,  the  names  of  both  these  men  were  sent  home,  and  each 
wrote  an  account  of  his  conversion,  life-work,  &c.  The  result  was 
that  M.  was  taken  up,  and  to  this  time  he  is  flattered  by  letters  sent 
directly  to  him,  presents,  offers  of  pecuniary  assistance  for  what- 
ever he  may  wish,  and  all  such  evidences  of  favor.  And  this,  in- 
stead of  doing  him  any  good,  has  given  him  (T  am  sure  uncon- 
sciously to  himself,  for  he  is  truly  a  devoted  Christian)  an  air  of 
superiority,  and  he  feels  that  he  is  on  a  different  footing  in  his  re- 
lation to  the  mission  from  those  around.  As  for  poor  H.,  he  feels 
as  though  he  had  been  ill-treated,  and  every  time  a  letter  or  present 
comes  to  M.,  it  causes  a  hard  feeling  to  arise  in  the  heart  of  H. 
The  whole  thing  has  been  a  great  source  of  grief  to  us.  Now  in 
Sarah's  case  I  wish  to  avoid  any  such  trouble. 

We  have  one  other  Bible-woman,  named  Jane.  When  I  first 
took  charge  of  the  zenana  work  in  this  station,  I  received  a 
letter  from  a  society  in  New  York  asking  me  to  assign  to  them 
one  of  our  Bible-women.  I  wrote  to  them,  enclosing  a  letter 
also  from  Jane.  In  reply,  we  each  received  a  letter  from  the  sec- 
retary of  the  society,  asking  Jane  to  write  again,  and  promising  to 
contribute  to  her  support.  Of  course  she  was  highly  elated,  and 
answered  at  once.  Since  that  time  neither  she  nor  I  have  had  a 
word  from  them,  neither  have  I  once  seen  notice  of  a  contribution 
from  them.    I  feel  ashamed  when  she  asks  me  about  it,  and  her 
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pride  has  had  a  wound.  You  can  easily  see,  then,  that  if  Sarah 
were  to  receive  special  marks  of  favor  from  her  American  friends, 
there  would  be  a  repetition  of  the  story  of  M.  and  H. 

I  can  understand  how  there  is  a  call  for  such  objects  at  home, 
and  how  it  may  increase  interest.  I  have  told  Sarah  about  my 
having  written  home  in  regard  to  her,  and  how  much  interested 
certain  ladies  were  in  her,  and  that  they  showed  their  interest  by 
giving  money  into  the  mission  treasury,  from  which  she  and  others 
draw  their  monthly  wages.  I  have  also  given  her  your  messages, 
and  promised  to  send  her  reply.  I  am  very  willing  to  answer  any 
questions  in  regard  to  her,  and  glad  to  do  what  I  can  to  add  inter- 
est to  your  meetings  by  my  letters,  but  I  truly  hope  you  will  not 
think  of  any  more  direct  communication  with  her,  nor  of  sending 
any  gifts  to  her. 

PERSIA.— Tabriz. 

.  Miss  Jewett. 

.  .  .  Last  Saturday  morning  at  eight,  Mr.  Easton,  Mr.  Old- 
father,  Mrs.  Van  Hook  and  I  were  mounted  for  a  ride  up  the 
mountain.  On  one  of  the  mountains  back  of  the  city  there  is  a 
shrine  or  sacred  place  of  the  Mohammedans.  It  is  conspicuous 
for  a  long  way  off.  I  have  often  looked  up  and  wished  I  could 
visit  it,  but  never  before  had  an  opportunity.  We  rode  an  hour 
and  a  half.  Some  of  the  way  was  rather  steep,  but  the  road  was 
comparatively  good.  The  ride  was  an  easy  one  for  us,  but  some- 
what trying  for  our  faithful  horses.  The  shrine  is  built  of  burnt 
brick  or  stone,  solid  thick  masonry,  and  two  minarets  arc  at  each 
end.  The  whole  is  about  twenty  feet  high.  As  I  was  about  to  enter 
the  sacred  place,  the  woman  who  stays  there  to  keep  it  said,  "Take 
off  your  shoes."  Fortunately  I  had  on  overshoes,  and  took  them 
off.    Inside  are  two  tombs  of  two  brothers,  Ane  and  Zane. 

On  each  tomb  is  built  a  long  box-like  table,  on  which  lie  a  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  Mussulman  prayers.  The  ceiling  was  high. 
The  whole  inside  was  covered  with  paintings  and  quotations  from 
the  Koran.  Some  of  the  pictures  of  bouquets  of  roses  are  very 
pretty.     I  espied  a  number  of  strings  of  beads  on  which  the 
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Mussulmans  recite  certain  prayers,  and  by  permission  brought 
away  one.  While  we  were  there,  three  men  from  the  city  came  to 
worship  at  the  sacred  place.  At  the  door  they  sat  down  and  took 
off  their  shoes,  then  went  in,  bowed  with  face  to  the  floor,  kissed 
the  sacred  tombs  and  came  away.  While  we  were  there,  Mr.  O. 
leaned  naturally  against  one  of  the  tables.  The  woman  told  him 
he  must  not  do  that,  but  stand  back  with  great  respect  and  rever- 
ence. The  two  brothers  are  supposed  to  be  descendants  of  the 
holy  prophet — killed  there  a  long  time  ago. 

.  .  .  We  are  much  encouraged  in  these  days  at  the  many  open- 
ings for  work  which  are  presented  to  us.  The  Armenians  are  in- 
v>ing  us  to  their  houses  to  preach  to  them.  There  are  nowadays 
two  evening  meetings  a  week  in  different  parts  of  the  city  at  Arme- 
nian houses.  There  are  over  twenty  children  in  the  school  at 
Lalawa.  Last  February,  when  I  went  there,  there  were  twenty- 
five  children  and  nine  women,  making  an  audience  of  over  thirty. 
There  are  wonderful  things  being  done  in  Oroomiah — a  wonderful 
revival  of  religion.  Is  not  the  Lord  pouring  out  of  His  spirit  in  these 
days  upon  the  sons  of  men  ?  Are  we  not  living  in  wondrous  times  ? 
Last  week  we  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  for  women  in  the 
school-room,  to  give  an  opportunity  to  those  women  who  cannot  be 
induced  to  attend  meetings  in  the  same  room  with  the  men.  Last 
week  there  were  present  three  or  four,  this  week,  twice  the  num- 
ber, and  all  have  been  very  attentive  and  interested.  In  this  way 
we  hope  to  do  something  towards  gathering  them  in. 

Miss  Downing  writes  from  Chefoo,  China :  "  With  the  except- 
ion of  a  very  few  in  mission  schools,  or  of  those  who  have  Christian 
parents,  the  Chinese  girls  are  not  taught  to  read.  But  all  boys 
whose  parents  are  not  too  poor  to  pay  the  expense  are  taken  to 
school  when  about  six  years  old.  The  first  day  the  new  scholar 
takes  an  offering  to  burn  before  the  shrine  of  Confucius,  which  is 
in  every  school-room.  Having  worshipped  this  sage,  he  is  set  to 
work  committing  to  memory  a  little  book  of  verse,  three  characters 
or  words  in  each  line.  He  continues  to  memorize  book  after  book 
till  his  school  days  are  over." 
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The  interest  manifested  by  the  members  both  of  the  Society  and 
the  Band  of  Happy  Workers  is  full  of  encouragement,  and  an  evi- 
dence that  our  work  is  of  the  Lord.  His  voice  seems  to  say 
unto  us,  "  Be  not  fearful ;  be  of  good  courage,  and  the  Lord  will 
give  you  success."  He  who  claims  a  right  to  the  "  cattle  upon  a 
thousand  hills,"  can  direct  and  influence  the  hearts  of  His  children 
to  bring  what  He  requires  to  carry  on  His  work  into  His  treasury ; 
of  this  fact  we  have  seen  an  illustration.  At  the  late  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly  many  hearts  were  troubled  and  perplexed 
on  account  of  the  heavy  debt  resting  upon  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions.  The  year  was  closing  and  where  was  the  money  to 
liquidate  the  debt  ?  How  many,  not  only  in  Christian  lands,  but 
among  missionaries,  took  the  burden  and  carried  it  to  the  Lord, 
asking  Him  to  supply  the  deficiency  !  And  just  at  the  last  minute, 
what  good  news  is  published  to  the  waiting  Church  !  Word  comes 
that  the  debt  is  liquidated  !  yes,  from  one  of  God's  own  children, 
to  whom  He  had  committed  a  trust  of  wealth ;  when  the  Master 
needed  it,  she  laid  upon  His  altar  the  willing  offering.  So  by  one 
munificent  gift  of  $50,000  this  great  organization  of  the  Church  is 
set  free  from  debt.  While  we  rejoice  in  this  great  gift  to  the 
cause  of  missions,  we  would  remember  that  to  Him  who  sitteth 
over  against  the  treasury  the  value  is  the  motive,  and  doubtless 
there  are  those  who  have  given  fifty  cents,  of  whom  Jesus  has 
written  "  more  than  they  all."  Let  us,  then,  cheerfully,  prayerfully 
and  self-denyingly,  give  what  we  each  one  can,  never  despising  the 
penny  offering,  being  confident  that  God  has  the  thousands  and 
millions  under  His  control,  and  will  bless  it  altogether. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS. 

I  was  deeply  interested  in  Mrs.  Van  Cleve's  "  Gift  Worship," 
not  alone  in  what  she  said,  but  also  in  its  suggestions.  It  is  a  grand 
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thought,  and  one  which  would  make  life  one  sweet  joy  and  a 
beauty  forever ;  that  with  all  its  pregnancies,  its  hopes,  its  joys, 
fears,  passions,  longings ;  its  activities,  prayers  and  successes, — it  is 
our  gift  to  friends,  home,  society,  the  world,  and  to  God ;  and  thus 
as  giving  is  the  sweetest  pleasure  left  us  from  the  fall,  life  is 
designed  to  be  a  consecrated  pleasure.  And  this  to  me  gives  a 
new  meaning,  a  glorious  setting  to  Christ's  words,  "  It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

Our  presbyterial  societies  and  auxiliaries  are  fast  indicating 
their  claim  to  be  a  permanent  spiritual  force.  The  organization 
in  this  presbytery  proceeds  very  slowly,  but  some  progress  is  made. 
The  ladies  in  our  church  are  interested  in  both  societies,  home  and 
foreign.  When  we  see  the  strength,  persistency  and  success  of 
the  Romish  Church  everywhere,  and  know  its  power  through  the 
ballot  to  undermine  our  Protestantism,  we  feel  that  our  mission- 
field  is  widened  by  the  addition  of  our  own  country. 

Although  my  sphere  of  action  to-day  lies  within  four  square 
walls,  yet  I  have  had  such  a  feast  in  reading  your  Annual  Report 
that  I  seized  my  pencil  to  express  my  sympathy  and  joy  in  your 
arduous  work  of  the  closing  year.  For  in  wearyings  and  v:atch- 
ings  we  all  are  sharers ;  watching  with  Him  our  little  hour. 
enduring  as  good  soldiers  for  His  sake  who  once  for  us  "  was 
exceeding  sorrowful  even  unto  death."  I  have  carefully  read 
and  pondered  the  whole  contents,  and  I  have  read  some  of  the 

addresses  twice  over.    Mrs.  has  a  very  exhaustive  effect  upon 

my  heart,  and  Mrs.  brought  the  tears  to  my  eyes ;  but  they  are 

all  good,  but  some  rather  than  others  met  my  peculiar  frame  of 
mind  this  morning,  and  became  a  blessing  in  my  lonely  inactivity. 
The  tender  allusion  to  missionaries'  children  met  a  ready  response 
in  the  heart  of  one  who  is  contemplating  the  separation  of  two 
dear  little  ones  from  the  caresses  and  pleasures  of  their  own 
home  band,  and  is  already  anticipating  the  long  lonely  years  of 
absence  from  their  own  "  roof-tree,"  a  pleasant  one,  even  if  it 
is  planted  in  a  heathen  land.  All  my  full  heart  and  quivering  lips 
can  say  is,  "  For  thy  sake,  oh,  Jesus !"    Just  as  I  was  writing, 
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M  ,  sitting  down  under  the  shade  of  a  tree,  is  singing  "  In  the 

sweet  hy-and-by."  Unconsciously  these  little  ones  bring  us  com- 
fort many  a  time  just  as  the  heart  is  about  breaking.  True  enough 
;<in  the  sweet  by-and-by"  these  sorrows  will  all  be  forgotten,  and 
when  it  is  all  over — when  at  last  we  enter  His  presence  with  the 
redeemed  of  all  nations,  how  glorious  will  be  our  rest  forever  with 
the  Lord ! 

One  who  has  offered  herself  for  missionary  work  writes  as 
follows.    Why  should  her  words  seem  strange  ? 

"  I  have  been  influenced  by  many  powerful  motives,  one  of 
which  is  that  it  was  always  my  aim  when  I  thought  of  devoting 
life  only  to  selfish  purposes  to  acquire  a  good  education,  to  t  .ake 
my  influence  felt  wherever  I  would  go.  I  wanted  to  be  bril.'ant, 
and  win  for  myself  the  wreath  of  fame ;  hut  now  I  lay  aside  all  this, 
and  ask  only  that  I  may  be  useful  to  the  Master  in  winning  souls 
for  His  kingdom ;  but  I  would  not  give  to  God  a  less  worthy  sac- 
rifice than  I  had  meant  to  give  to  the  world.  I  want  to  consecrate 
time,  and  talents,  and  all  I  have,  to  Him.  I  thought  long  and 
seriously  about  it,  and  concluded  that  it  was  best  for  me  to  go  to 
school." 


NEW  AUXILIARIES. 


Aurora,  111.,  Mission  Band. 
Lexington,  111.,  "  Mills  Mite  Cir- 
cle." 
McComb,  Ohio. 
Middletown,  Iowa. 
Prairie  City,  111. 
Rensselaer,  Ind. 


Rolling  Prairie,  Ind. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  1st  Ch. 

St.  Paul,  Minn..  Central  Ch. 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  "House  of  Hope," 

Church. 
Wabash,  Ind.,  Little  Gleaners. 


NEW  LIFE  ME3IBEBS. 


Mrs.  J.  C.  Allen, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Boggs, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Dolson, 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Hawes, 


Mrs.  D.  W.  Moffatt, 
Mrs.  J.  Pond, 
Mrs.  Charles  Smith, 
Mrs.  H.  W.  Todd. 
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Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Presbyterian  Board  of  Mis- 
sions of  the  Northwest,  to  August  1,  1877. 


Alton. — Plainview,  Six  girls 
for  Chinese  Home,  price  of 
quilts  made  by  them,  $6 : 
Troy  Excelsior  Band,  sch'p 
at  Bangkok,  $15, 

Bellefontaine. — Galion  W. 
M.  S.,  $12  50;  Huntsville 
W.  M.  S.,  $14  02, 

Bloomington. — El  Paso,  sch'p 
No.  5,  Chefoo,  $10  43; 
Buckley  W.  M.  S.,  $7  65,  . 

Chicago. — Chicago,  1st  Ch., 
Youthful  Gleaners,  for  sch. 
at  Beirut,  $10  37;  2d  Ch., 
sal.  Miss  Poage,  $111 ;  4th 
Ch.,  sal.  Missionary,  China, 
$40  25  ;  5th  Ch.,  sal.  Miss 
Campbell,  $56  96;  Evans- 
ton  W.  M.  S.,  sal.  Miss 
Bacon,  $23  50 ;  Lake  Forest 
W.  M.  S.,  $25  of  which  by 
Mrs.  Holt  for  L.  M.,  $30 ; 
Steady  Streams,  $20  37 ;  S. 
S.,  for  pupils  at  Oroomiah, 
$60  ($110  37;,  . 

Crawfordsville.— Rossville, 
Mrs.  Koontz,  towards  L.  M., 
$5 ;  Williamsport  W.  M.  S., 
$6  35,  .... 

Des  Moines.  —  Des  Moines, 
Rhea  Miss.  Band,  for  Miss 
Dougherty, 

Detroit. — Detroit,  Mrs.  Hoff- 
man, for  Hoffman  sch., 
Futtehgurh, 

Fort  Wayne. — Fort  Wayne, 
sal.  Mrs.  Farnham, 

Freeport. — Galena  W.  M.  S., 

Huron. — Norwalk  W.  M.  S., 

Iowa. — Keokuk,  Westminster 
Ch.,  Mt.  sch.,  Persia, 
$12  90  ;  Kossuth  W.  M.  S., 
$15  ;  Mission  Helpers,  sch'p 
No.  1,  at  Chefoo,  $3  ($18) ; 
Burlington  W.  M.  S.,  $12  66, 

Indianapolis. — Franklin  W. 
M.  S.,  .... 

Lansing.  —  North  Lansing, 
Coral  Band,  sch'ps  27  and 
29,  at  Gaboon,  Africa, 


$21  00 
26  52 
18  08 


[presbyteries  in  small  capitals.] 

Lima. — Columbus  Grove  W. 
M.  S.,  $15;  Lizzie  Strain 
and  Ollie  Kellar,  $1 ;  Miss 
Stewart's  S.  S.  class,  to  fur- 
nish paper,  Morning  Star, 
to  school  at  Ain  Kesoon, 
Syria,  $1  25,      .  $17  25 

Mankato. — St.  Peter's  Mis- 
sion Bee  Hive,   .       .       .       5  00 
Mattoon.— Charleston  W.  M. 
S.,  $5 ;  Vandalia,  S.  S.  col- 
lection, $6  50,    .       .       .     11  50 
Milwaukee. — Beloit,  for  sup. 

4  Mt.  schs.,  Persia,    .  16  64 

Monroe.— Adrian  W.  M.  S.,  .  20  00 
New  Albany  — New  Albany 

W.M.  S.,    .       .       .       .    132  15 
Rock  River. — North  Hender- 
son Ch.,     .       .       .       .       9  00 
Saginaw. — Bay  City,  support 

pupil  at  Oroomiah,     .  30  60 

Springfield.  —  Springfield, 

1st  Ch.,  sal.  Mrs.  Corbett,  .     31  85 
Vincennes. — Upper  Indiana 

Ch.,  for  Chinese  Home,      .     28  00 
Waterloo. — Cedar  Falls  W. 
M.  S.,  $3;  Marshalltown 
W.  M.  S.,  $15  ;  Nevada,  for 
Tripoli  (April  remittance), 
$15;  Waterloo,  Mrs  Geo. 
Ordway,  $3  60,  .       .       .     36  60 
Winona. — Winona,  S.  S.,  sup. 
Miss  Downing,  $20 ;  Miss 
P.  Morrison,  $5,        .       .     25  00 
Zanesville. — Granville,  sup. 

sch.  at  Futtehgurh,    .  25  00 

Miscellaneous.  — Clarendon, 
N.  Y.,  Miss  A.  J.  Albert, 
for  Bogota,  $1  75;  Wash- 
ington, Pa.,  Miss  E.  E. 
Baird,  for  Miss  Downing's 
work,  $26 ;  Remington, 
Wis.,  for  sch'p  at  Chefoo, 
$28 ;  Societies  for  publish- 
ing Report,  $16,        .       .     71  75 


352  45 


11  35 


11  85 


41  90 

225  00 
12  00 
15  00 


43  56 


35  47 


Total  for  July,  . 
Previously  acknowledged, 


10  00    Total,  . 


.  $1284  52 
.    6406  84 

.  $7091  36 


In  the  April  receipts  the  sums  published,  $26  09,  as  from  Peoria,  should  have 
been  Eureka,  and  the  sum  $4  as  from  Eureka,  should  be  Peoria. 

Mrs.  Jesse  Whitehead,  Treasurer, 
Chicago,  August  1,  1877.  223  Michigan  Avenue. 


